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PRIVATE equity (PE) can be the catalyst to transform Malaysian
companies into regional leaders, senior Ekuiti Nasional Bhd (Ekuinas)
executives said.

With the local PE market still at a nascent stage, Ekuinas hopes that it
can play a developmental role to grow the local PE ecosystem and turn
more medium-sized firms into high growth businesses, said its chairman
Raja Tan Sri Arshad Raja Tun Uda.

“One of Ekuinas’ main objectives is to increase Bumiputeras’ economic
participation by developing the next-generation Malaysian companies
and transforming them into market leaders,” Raja Arshad said in an
interview yesterday.

Ekuinas chief executive officer Datuk Abdul Rahman Ahmad said
globally, big institutions typically allocate 15 to 20 per cent of their
investment allocation on PE.

“Here, our institutions are spending less than five per cent of their total
allocation on PE,” Rahman said.

He added that PE has transformational value because PE players can
help a good company become more efficient and competitive.

Last year, in its fourth year of operations, Ekuinas undertook nine direct
and outsourced investments with a committed capital totalling RM246.8
million, of which three direct investments make up a total committed
capital of RM121.1 million.

Over the past four years, Ekuinas received a total of RM2.4 billion from
the government, of which RM2.3 billion were used to buy significant
stakes in high growth companies.
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Its major investments included recently-listed Icon Ofshore Bhd,
Cosmopoint Group, Asia Pacific Education Group and Cosmo Restaurant
Sdn Bhd.

Rahman is hopeful that platforms, such as the Malaysian Private Equity
Forum, would help raise the local retail and institutional investors’
awareness of PE.

The two-day forum, which kicks off today, offers the participants access
to senior investors, experienced fund managers, government officials
and PE professionals as they share their expertise and insights on the
benefits and opportunities that PE creates.

Speakers include Howard Marks, chairman of Oaktree Capital
Management, EPF chief executive officer Datuk Shahril Ridza Ridzuan,
D. Brooks Zug, senior managing director and founder of Harbourvest
Partners LLC, Nicholas Bloy, co-founder and managing partner of Navis
Capital Partners and Nik Amlizan Mohamed, chief investment officer of
Kumpulan Wang Persaraan (Diperbadankan).
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Ekuinas chairman Raja Tan Sri Arshad Raja Tun Uda says it seeks to increase Bumiputera

participation in the economy. With him is chief executive officer Datuk Abdul Rahman Ahmad.
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FERGUSON, Missouri (AP) — Authorities searched Sunday
for a suspect in the shooting of a police officer in Ferguson,
the St. Louis suburb where there have been angry protests
since a white officer fatally shot an unarmed 18-year-old
black man last month.

Jane Fonda gets personal at Rape Foundation
brunch (/node/38315)

Police: 15 hurt in Miami nightclub shooting
(/node/38200)

MORE

(/STREETS)

(/node/38304)

Ignoring motorcycle helmet law
(/node/38304)
KUALA LUMPUR: THE bell rings and the school compound is
soon filled with students finding their way home.

Polluted stream is clean again (/node/38300)

Visitors go for the scenic route (/node/38289)

Streets

MORE

(/BUSINESS)

(/node/38105)

CAB expected to re-challenge immediate
overhead resistance (/node/38105)
OVERALL market weaknesses on the Wall Street and
regional stock markets triggered market corrections on the
local bourse.

Potential for market rebound (/node/38102)

Iriz to focus on domestic mart first
(/node/38099)

Business

Front Page (/) NATION (/NATION)

General News

BUSINESS TIMES
(/BUSINESS)

LIFE & TIMES (/LIFESTYLE)

Health

SPORTS (/SPORTS)

Soccer (/Sports/Soccer)

OPINIONS (/OPINIONS)

Columnist

http://www.nst.com.my/world
http://www.nst.com.my/node/38315
http://www.nst.com.my/node/38200
http://www.nst.com.my/streets
http://www.nst.com.my/node/38304
http://www.nst.com.my/node/38304
http://www.nst.com.my/node/38300
http://www.nst.com.my/node/38289
http://www.nst.com.my/business
http://www.nst.com.my/node/38105
http://www.nst.com.my/node/38105
http://www.nst.com.my/node/38102
http://www.nst.com.my/node/38099
http://www.nst.com.my/
http://www.nst.com.my/nation
http://www.nst.com.my/nation/general
http://www.nst.com.my/business
http://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle
http://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/health
http://www.nst.com.my/sports
http://www.nst.com.my/sports/soccer
http://www.nst.com.my/opinions
http://www.nst.com.my/opinions/columnist


29/9/2014 Private equity a catalyst for change | New Straits Times

http://www.nst.com.my/node/31317 4/4

  

© 2014.  NEW STRAITS TIMES PRESS (M) BERHAD (4485-H).  ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Photos (/Photos)

Videos

(Http://Www2.Nst.Com.My/Galleries/Video)

Learning Curve

(/Learning-Curve)

Spell It Right

(Http://Www2.Nst.Com.My/Sir)

Sudoku

(Http://Www2.Nst.Com.My/Sudoku)

Crash Of MH17 (/Mh17)

(/Nation/General)

Politics (/Nation/Politics)

Extras (/Nation/Extras)

STREETS (/STREETS)

Northern

(/Streets/Northern)

Central

(/Streets/Central)

Southern

(/Streets/Southern)

Bizbrief

(/Business/Bizbrief)

Commodities

(Http://Www2.Nst.Com.My/Business/Com-

Money)

Foreign

(/Business/Foreign)

IPO Watch

(/Business/Ipo-Watch)

Market Watch

(/Business/Market-

Watch)

Money

(Http://Www2.Nst.Com.My/Business/Com-

Money)

Nation

(/Business/Nation)

Portfolio

(Http://Www2.Nst.Com.My/Business/Portfolio)

Properties

(/Business/Properties)

Stockwise

(/Business/Stockwise)

Unit Trust

(Http://Www2.Nst.Com.My/Business/Unittrust)

(/Lifestyle/Health)

Life (/Lifestyle/Life)

Showbiz

(/Lifestyle/Showbiz)

Style (/Lifestyle/Style)

Tech (/Lifestyle/Tech)

Travel (/Lifestyle/Travel)

Badminton

(/Sports/Badminton)

Motor Sports

(/Sports/Motor-Sports)

Cycling (/Sports/Cycling)

Cricket (/Sports/Cricket)

World Cup 2014

(/Worldcup2014)

(/Opinions/Columnist)

Comments

(/Opinions/Comments)

Editorial

(/Opinions/Editorial)

Letters

(/Opinions/Letters)

Online Matters

(/Opinions/Online-

Matters)

Disclaimer (/Disclaimer) Personal Data Protection Act (/Privacy) Contact (Http://Www.Nstp.Com.My/Staff-Directory/)

http://www.nst.com.my/photos
http://www2.nst.com.my/galleries/video
http://www.nst.com.my/learning-curve
http://www2.nst.com.my/sir
http://www2.nst.com.my/sudoku
http://www.nst.com.my/mh17
http://www.nst.com.my/nation/general
http://www.nst.com.my/nation/politics
http://www.nst.com.my/nation/extras
http://www.nst.com.my/streets
http://www.nst.com.my/streets/northern
http://www.nst.com.my/streets/central
http://www.nst.com.my/streets/southern
http://www.nst.com.my/business/bizbrief
http://www2.nst.com.my/business/com-money
http://www.nst.com.my/business/foreign
http://www.nst.com.my/business/ipo-watch
http://www.nst.com.my/business/market-watch
http://www2.nst.com.my/business/com-money
http://www.nst.com.my/business/nation
http://www2.nst.com.my/business/portfolio
http://www.nst.com.my/business/properties
http://www.nst.com.my/business/stockwise
http://www2.nst.com.my/business/unittrust
http://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/health
http://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/life
http://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/showbiz
http://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/style
http://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/tech
http://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/travel
http://www.nst.com.my/sports/badminton
http://www.nst.com.my/sports/motor-sports
http://www.nst.com.my/sports/cycling
http://www.nst.com.my/sports/cricket
http://www.nst.com.my/worldcup2014
http://www.nst.com.my/opinions/columnist
http://www.nst.com.my/opinions/comments
http://www.nst.com.my/opinions/editorial
http://www.nst.com.my/opinions/letters
http://www.nst.com.my/opinions/online-matters
http://www.nst.com.my/disclaimer
http://www.nst.com.my/privacy
http://www.nstp.com.my/staff-directory/

